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Michelle Colquitt, Clemson University Libraries, Clemson, SC, USA
Diana Pukite, Library of the University of Latvia, Riga, Latvia

Our Backgrounds
Michelle Colquitt and Diana Pukite are international librarian colleagues.
Michelle is the Continuing Resources and Government Information
Management Librarian at Clemson University Libraries in Clemson, South
Carolina, United States of America. Diana is a Library Specialist at the Library
pf the University of Latvia in Riga, Latvia. We have steadily scaled our
careers up in the library world. We decided to participate in this program
because we are interested in making international friends and growing our
careers.

Milestones

This program is super rewarding with minimal
time commitments.
Timeline:
• January 2022--ALA Call for Domestic and
International Participants
• February 2022--Notification of Program
Acceptance
• March 2022--Orientation Webinar
• March 2022 to June 2022--Weekly
Communications (Emails, Virtual Meetings,
Collaboration on Documents, and others)

Continued Friendship
Michelle and Diana have grown close and plan to continue
meeting up to discuss their job duties and any helpful hints
we might have for each other. Even though our jobs are not
exactly the same, we do similar work. We are also hopeful
that we might be able to visit each other one day!
We plan on maintaining contact via email and meeting up
on Zoom for informal chats!

Diana Pukite

Our Academic Communities
Clemson University
• Founded in 1889
• R1–Doctoral Granting University with
Very High Research Activity
• Heavily focused on STEM
• 27,431 Students
• $9 Million Collections Budget

Primary Job Duties

University of Latvia
• Founded in 1919
• Degrees Offered: Bachelor, Professional Bachelor,
Masters, and Doctoral
• Focused on STEM, Social sciences and Humanities
and their new campus(!)
• ~15,000 students
• €350,000 Collections Budget

Technical Services

At Clemson University
Libraries, we use the Alma
cquisitions model for
receiving and processing
library materials. Michelle
and her team are
responsible for continuing
resources (serials) and the
technical processing of both
Federal and
State government
documents.
Our Acquistiitions and
Technical Processing are
centralized for Cooper
Library and our branches
(the Gunnin Architecture
Library, the Education Media
Center, and our Charleston
branch).

Library Acquisitions

R.M. Cooper Library
Clemson University
Clemson, SC, USA

Historical building of
Library of the University of
Latvia
Riga, Latvia

In Library of the
University of Latvia
acquisition process is
centralized. We order
books in many languages
and different kind of
resources, for example,
printed books, e-books,
databases, tools, CDs,
etc. Acquisition process
is interesting, because
you can see many new
books and maybe some
of these you will read or
keep in your mind – this
would be interesting to
learn more
about professional
things.

Future Mentorship
Mentorship is important to help us learn and grow as librarians. Through mentorship, Michelle has been able to make
the leap from a general electronic resources librarian to specialized serials cataloging/government documents
librarian. Diana has been able to build professional relationships in her library. Mentorship exists both in our
organizations and out in the larger library world. We are excited to learn as much as we can from each other and also
explore opportunities for mentorship in library land. We will leave you with the following questions…what does
mentorship look like for you, and how can you help leave library land a better place?
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